
         elivering a paper on 30 January 1974,   

          Archbishop Denis Hurley proposed 

          that the organisation that he was about 

to found, Diakonia, should guard against 

spinning off from the churches by constant 

review and regular self-examination of its 

success or otherwise. 

        To this end, Diakonia has held periodic 

major external evaluations to assess how it was 

carrying out its mandate and reinvent itself in an 

ever-changing context. Each evaluation has 

made recommendations to enable the 

organisation to better serve the churches.

       In July 2013, Diakonia embarked on a 

consultative strategic review process to enable it 

to come to grips with a changing context and 

uncertain funding climate, discern better ways of 

working with and through churches, and groom 

a new generation of social justice activists. As 

summed up by the feedback received from the 

strategic review process, Diakonia is a resilient 

organisation which has withstood the test of 

time, and has a long and respected history in the 

country and in the sector. 

         The strategic review process noted 

Diakonia’s strengths, and highlighted some 

areas of change to ensure Diakonia’s continued 

contribution to the struggle for social justice. 

Consequently, Diakonia embarked on a 

rationalisation and restructuring process, as part 

of the new way of working to better serve the 

churches. In light of this recommendation, 

Diakonia has embarked on a new direction, with 

social justice remaining the core focus of the 

organisation. The defining feature of this new 

direction is the core process of facilitating a 

change process with people, in and through the 

churches, to take action to bring positive social 

change.

         To set the ball rolling, Diakonia staff have 

started the process of meeting church 

leadership from each denomination, to 

determine how best to work with their churches 

and find out what they are doing regarding social 

justice.

        As process facilitators, Diakonia staff will 

take to the churches a range of competencies, 

not predetermined programmes, as has been 

the case. Diakonia will work with the churches' 

identified needs rather than provide already 

packaged interventions.

         The facilitators will work with a mobilised 

group of people who formulate their own shared 

goal which expresses the change they want for 

themselves or their community.

          Diakonia will start from where people are 

at and accompany them in their development 

process as social justice activists.

    The purpose is to facilitate gradual 

reawakening and passion for social justice for 

some, strengthen commitment for others and 

lead to a new generation of social justice 

activists.   
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From the Director 
           rom 1 March, Diakonia Council of 

             Churches has embarked on a new 

             direction. As we bid farewell to the old 

          way of working, we are grateful to all who 

have journeyed with us through the years.

              We hope and pray that you will continue to 

support us in this new direction. The consultative 

strategic review process that we had last year 

recommended that we take this new approach of 

working so as to better serve the churches.  

             It is an exciting journey that we have started 

and we invite you to come on board and join us as we 

work even harder for our vision of a transformed 

society to be realised.

            We are at your service. Get in touch with us 

and let us know your social justice needs. We will 

journey with you in order to reach the social justice 

goal that you set for yourselves. 

            The need for a transformed society at this 

point in our democracy cannot be over emphasised.

           As we mourned the death of Nelson Mandela 

in December, we were reminded by Revd Booth to 

engage in the struggle on the frontier of economic 

justice to make poverty history (see page 3). If we can 

do that, Mandela will rest in peace knowing that all 

the suffering that he endured was not in vain.

        As the nation goes to the polls in May, together 

with the KwaZulu-Natal Church Leaders Group, we 

encourage us all to vote in peace, rather than resort 

to violence and intimidation (see page 5).

        Finally, let me take this opportunity to invite you 

and your loved ones to this year’s ecumenical Good       

 Friday service under the theme Things must change 

(see back page). 

Your partner in faith and action   

Letters to the Editor
Thank you for the December edition of Inselelo. It was an 
excellent read. It was encouraging to read about all the 
events and exciting programmes, which continue to bring 
hope to many people in the greater Durban area. 
Congratulations to Gugu Madlala on the publication of the 
book Trees along the Riverside.
I am also grateful that we were able to be present at the 
Vine Social Justice Festival. It was a splendid occasion.
I wish all the friends of Diakonia God's peace and may 
2014 offer many opportunities for you to work for justice.
Revd Dr Jenny Sprong, Swan River, Manitoba, Canada

What a wonderful evening that we had on the Diakonia 
Centre celebrations, on 29 November. It was terrific and 
one of the most memorable events that I have ever been 
to. All aspects of the evening were great. The speeches 
were inspiring. I particularly enjoyed Revd Dr Norman 
Hudson's speech. He is a living example of how to be 
vibrant at the age of 82 years. The Programme Director is 
hugely talented and made the evening such great fun. 
Gavin Gow

.
R150	+	R25	for	
postage	(SA	only)

			Contact	Hester	Joseph:
+27	31	310	3521
+27	83	7994136

	

	

“Archbishop Hurley was one of our greatest South Africans.
This biography reveals what gave him that stature – his integrity, 
fearlessness, gentleness of spirit and his magnanimity. 
It is a must-read for all of us.” - Desmond Tutu

This	new,	abridged	
version	of	Guardian	of	
the	Light	tells	the	story	
of	how	Hurley	became	
the	youngest	Catholic	
bishop	in	the	world	at	31,
	his	fearless	criticism	of	
apartheid,	denouncing
	it	as	'blasphemy'	and
	'intrinsically	evil'	and	
being	regarded	as	one	
of	South	Africa's	'most	
wanted'	political	
opponents	and	how	he	
continued	to	work	as
	a	parish	priest	well	into	
his	eighties.
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           elson Mandela struggled for most of his 

           adult life to end apartheid. But there is a 

          struggle which is conceivably larger and more 

difficult to wage than that against apartheid – the 

struggle against poverty.

         This was said by Diakonia Chairperson, Revd Ian 

Booth, while paying tribute to Nelson Mandela at an 

interfaith memorial service, co-organised with the World 

Conference on Religions for Peace, on 12 December. 

     "As people of faith in our churches, temples, 

synagogues and mosques, we ought to be engaged in 

the struggle on the new frontier of economic justice, 

challenging the bastions of oppression, shaking the gold 

bars of the cage that keeps the poor down and out, 

seeking justice and freedom for all.

         "This new frontier is a challenging one, because it 

is far greater than was the frontier of apartheid; its 

tentacles reaching into every human institution and 

every human heart, tempting us to ignore the cries of the 

poor because it is our turn to eat," Revd Booth said.

        In the words of Jay Naidoo, he said, like slavery and 

apartheid, poverty is not natural and can be overcome 

and eradicated by the actions of human beings.

     He said, "Overcoming poverty will take 

determination, courage and the will to live for the cause, 

to die for the cause if need be. It will not be for the faint-

hearted. It will take the character, resolve, humanity, 

humility and commitment that we celebrate in Nelson 

Mandela, the giant who has walked among us." 

            

     

         

       Speaking at the same function, the KwaZulu-Natal 

MEC for Cooperative Governance and Traditional 

Affairs, Nomusa Dube-Ncube, urged South Africans to 

honour the sacrifice of Mandela by taking the struggle to 

its logical conclusion.

        "Madiba will rest in peace if no children learn 

under trees. He will rest in peace if all of us have 

access to basic services. He will be eternally at peace 

if the oppression of women and abuse of vulnerable 

groups become things of the past. He will look back 

with pride if the majority of our people participate 

meaningfully in the 

economy of the country. 

Indeed his face will 

break into smile if we 

stand shoulder to 

shoulder with all the 

oppressed people, 

irrespective of where 

they are in the world," 

she said.

    Prayers for Mandela 

were said in the 

languages and formats 

of the various faith 

traditions.

         At the beginning of 

the service, ninety five 

candles symbolising the 

age at which Mandela died, were lit and arranged to 

spell the word 'peace.'      
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‘Engage in the struggle on the new frontier 
of economic justice’ – Revd Booth

N

Religious leaders pose for a photo after the service. 

Revd Booth says the struggle against poverty 
is greater than that against apartheid.



              here is a sense in which we are 

            all broken people. Broken by our 

             pride, our sense of being better 

         than 'those others'; or by our 

sense of inferiority, being somehow 

less than 'those others' on grounds of 

religion, class, gender, race, skin 

colour, age, sexuality, education and 

upbringing.

            Tata Madiba had the deep knowing 

that, in all our wondrous diversity, we are 

all of equal worth, made in the image of 

God, as the Christian scriptures affirm.

If we are sure that this is true, or potentially 

true, of all those we meet, with all their 

diverse understandings as Madiba did,  

what reasons would there be for fear and 

hate, for suspicion and animosity? How 

would it be that corruption and greed for 

wealth and power would lead to terrible 

wars and devastation of planet earth, our 

only home?

       The shift from total non-violence to the 

armed struggle in the early 1960s seemed inevitable in 

terms of the experiences and responses of the time. But 

what was remarkable about that shift was the care that 

was taken for years not to injure, not to kill or even hurt 

ordinary people, where possible. Care was taken to 

carry out well-targeted sabotage of apartheid 

installations, rather than assassination of people.

        Mandela went to jail committed, regretfully, to 

armed struggle. He came out nearly three decades later 

armed with the classic weapons of satyagraha, the soul-

force of active, direct non-violent resistance to 

oppression, unjust laws and dehumanising structures. 

He used the tools of persuasion, of treating each person 

as a potential friend and ally rather than as an enemy. He 

demonstrated to those who wanted revenge for the 

terrible suffering borne by so many the foolishness and 

futility of harming others in the name of justice.

      He brought a new meaning to the word 

'reconciliation'. He knew that every one of us has deep 

hurts inflicted by others, or by our fears and suspicions of 

others. These he countered with courageous actions of 

love, undermining the suspicion, melting the bitterness, 

reassuring the fear.

       He learned that for himself, and was able to 

demonstrate that when he came out of prison.

         The violence we experience today in our society can 

be understood as the breaking out of the repressed hurts 

and pains of our past, passed on to the next generations 

because they have been inadequately dealt with, if at all.

         Let us learn to forgive ourselves and others, deeply 

and thoroughly, as God forgives us. Let us allow that 

forgiveness to permeate us, the way Madiba did, so that it 

becomes part of all we say and do.

          Let us work, as Madiba did, so that structures of 

justice are put in place, that divisions created by vast 

differences of income and possessions are minimised.

         Let us salute the freedom fighter who never lost his 

capacity for deep personal relationships, and knew how 

treating each individual with respect goes hand-in-hand 

with challenging injustice and struggling for a just society.      

     Let us learn from the example of Nelson Rolihlahla 

Mandela.

           Go well, dear Madiba. Rest in peace. 
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Nelson Rolihlahla Mandela - A personal tribute
By Revd Sue Brittion

T  

Revd Brittion pays tribute to Mandela.



       t is such a wonderful opportunity, yet 

       unfortunate and sad circumstance, that I 

       stand before you to pay my tribute to Tata 

 Madiba. I may not be able to give a great 

speech like President Barack Obama. But all 

I can do is to share my feelings and thoughts 

on such an amazing personality.

        Nelson Mandela was a global icon who 

brought us South Africans together, in spite of 

race, colour, creed or social class. If not for him, 

we would not all be in here together and without 

him, I would only be having a quarter of the 

friends I have today.

        We learnt so much from him and let us all 

continue learning from his greatness. I never 

had the opportunity to meet him personally but 

his impact and presence in my life is profound.

           He has taught me to never give up. He 

taught me to stand up for what I believe in. Most 

importantly, he taught me to stand up for others.

      Sadly he is now only a memory. But his 

presence will never leave this country and the world. 
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       We say farewell but not goodbye.

       I dream of an Africa which is at peace with itself, as 

Tata Madiba wished. 

             his year marks the 20th anniversary of 

            that great day when many South Africans   

           of all races stood in long lines filled with 

         hope to cast their vote for the first time in 

their lives. This year presents the 5th opportunity 

for all of us to cast our votes in a “new” South 

Africa.

          As we reflect on this, we affirm that the country 

has remained peaceful, and is relatively stable. The 

economy is still one of the strongest on the continent, 

and South Africa has played a leadership role on the 

continent. We acknowledge that there is, to a large 

degree, political freedom of expression and the ability 

to make choices at the ballot box. We acknowledge 

that the goal of political freedom has been attained. 

We must also, however, recognise that political 

freedom was not followed by economic freedom, nor 

by increased gender and environmental justice. The 

poverty gap has increased, the provision of quality 

housing remains woefully inadequate, service 

delivery is non-existent in many areas, and education 

and health are two major areas of concern. It is deeply 

distressing that too often, the pleas of the communities 

are ignored until they resort to protest action, which is 

met by violence, and then the problems are addressed 

and sometimes resolved. 

           The churches need to accept some responsibility 

for not consistently continuing the pursuit of the 

important Kin'dom value of justice – also as it manifests 

in economic, gender and environmental justice. 

       The greatest concern, when elections loom, is the 

potential for the resurgence of the political violence, 

which has plagued our province in previous elections. It 

is our sincere prayer that 20 years has brought sufficient 

political maturity to the people of this province whereby 

we are able to address our political differences with the 

ballot, and not with bullets or other weapons. We implore 

all voters in this province to exercise tolerance and 

understanding of others as they make their choice. 

      We look forward to peaceful elections, which will 

provide a government with a servant heart for the 

people, and for a positive future for this land.

Political freedom was not followed by economic freedom
- KZN Church Leaders  

Tata Madiba – A tribute 
by Ross Turner, New Forest School

I

Ross pays tribute to Madiba.
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      n Africa, justice and much of the truth have 

       to be sacrificed in the quest for peace, Fr   

    Sean O'Leary, Director of the Denis Hurley 

Peace Institute said while addressing the 20th 

Denis Hurley Lecture under the theme Justice, 

peace, reconciliation and forgiveness through 

an African lens, as part of the events organised 

to commemorate the 10th Anniversary of the 

death of Archbishop Hurley, on 14 February.

      "Justice," he said, "it seems, is often the first 

casualty in peace building and more times than not 

so is truth also. The price for peace is high but who 

in fact pays this price? It is those who have suffered 

the most in the past that pay the highest price for 

peace."

        Fr O'Leary observed that even with the much-

touted Truth and Reconciliation Commission 

(TRC), individual justice was not an option, adding 

that in fact, many people felt victimised a second 

time by the TRC process.

     "That the perpetrators of so much horror were 

allowed to walk free, was the price that the majority 

of people in South Africa paid for peace. Amnesty 

and justice were traded for peace irrespective of 

how the victims and survivors felt. It was those who 

had suffered the most under the scourge of 

apartheid that paid the biggest price for the lasting 

peace that is the new South Africa today," he said.

       Fr O'Leary cited a number of African countries, 

such as Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Kenya and 

South Sudan in which, for the sake of peace, truth 

and criminal justice were sacrificed.

        

       He said, "In Mozambique, Renamo sits in Parliament 

today instead of being in jail or in the dock. In South 

Sudan, too, there would have been neither peace nor a 

new independent country without an agreement not to 

pursue criminal justice. The fact that Raila Odinga 

defeated Mwai Kibaki and yet agreed to be Prime Minister 

under Kibaki is another example of justice being sacrificed 

for the end of violence and the prospect of peace for the 

people of Kenya. In Zimbabwe, Robert Mugabe retained 

power despite losing the March 2008 elections and the 

only way out of a violent impasse was for Morgan 

Tsvangirai to settle for the second best option - Prime 

Minister under a Mugabe 

presidency. Justice was 

d e n i e d  i n  o r d e r  t o 

establish peace."

         In Africa, retributive 

justice, he said, is giving 

way to restorative justice.   

    "Restorative justice 

aims to heal broken 

relationships, to repair 

the damage done by the 

crime, and to bring 

harmony as widely as 

possible. The key actors 

are the victims and the 

perpetrators. Africa in 

particular of late has 

chosen the restorative 

justice model,"               

Fr O'Leary said.                                                    
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Justice and reconciliation through an African lens

I

Fr O’Leary stresses a point.

Delegates sing and dance before the Lecture.



         outh Africa's Truth and Reconciliation 

          Commission (TRC) failed to transform  

          the  lives of victims of apartheid to what is 

in accord with their dignity.

         This was said by Rustenburg Catholic 

Bishop, Kevin Dowling CSsR, while sharing 

lessons learnt on his peace missions throughout 

the continent and overseas, at a peacemaking 

workshop as one of the events organised to 

commemorate the 10th Anniversary of the death of 

Archbishop Denis Hurley, on 15 February. 

             "Telling the story and restoring the dignity 

of the victims was perhaps the real success of the 

TRC. The actual restoring of their lives to a 

minimum level of decency was an abject failure. 

The restitution process was a non-starter. The 

amnesty process enabled individuals to receive 

amnesty if they simply told the truth but there was 

no demand on them to reach out and seek 

forgiveness and begin a process of personal 

reconciliation with those they had hurt."

         Bishop Dowling said restoring people, both 

perpetrator and victim, is critical in the process of 

sustaining peace that is going to last and enable 

distributive justice to follow.

           "As part of the conflict transformation 

process, there should have been distributive 

justice in which resources of the country were 

distributed justly so that the life of everybody, 

especially victims, could be transformed. So often 

it is this area of restoring the dignity of victims 

through economic transformation which leads 

them to experience a quality of life that is in accord with their 

dignity which is failing completely," Bishop Dowling said.

         He added that there is an increasing recognition that in 

Africa, there is a richness in our cultural traditions of ways of 

restoring harmony through bringing perpetrators and victims 

together so that there can be a healing process and the 

beginning of reconciliation.

       That, he said, is a powerful resource for conflict 

transformation that the continent can draw from.
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TRC failed to restore lives to decency – 
Bishop Dowling

S

Bishop Dowling says the restitution process 
was a non-starter.



          irector of the Parliamentary Liaison  

            Office of the Southern African Catholic 

        Bishops' Conference, Fr Peter-John 

Pearson, while sharing lessons on peacemaking 

from other parts of Africa at a Denis Hurley 10th 

Anniversary commemoration workshop, on 15 

February, said faith makes a unique contribution 

in establishing peace where it has been raptured. 

         He said, "The praxis of faith is predicated on the 

fundamental option for the poor. It contributes hugely 

to assisting and accompanying those who are victims 

and poor, those whose voices have been silenced 

and whose witness has been mutilated in the course 

of conflict to begin to restore their own agency and 

allows them to articulate their own voices to describe 

in their own words their own struggles and to bring to 

the table their own dreams and their own 

understanding of what needs to happen." 

     Faith gives options, Fr Pearson said, where 

ideology ends, adding that it is a contribution that few 

purely ideological groups are able to make.

       "People of faith are uniquely placed to contribute 

to a reinvigorating of a moral imagination in a social 

milieu in which there is an impoverishment of ideas, 

which ideas are limited to what is expedient, where 

ideas are limited to what the big voices say. Faith 

helps us to understand that there is another 
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vocabulary waiting to be explored, that allows new ideas 

to emerge," Fr Pearson, who is also Vicar General of the 

Archdiocese of Cape Town and Board member of the 

Denis Hurley Peace Institute, a member of the Hurley 

family of organisations, said.  

            iakonia Chairperson, Revd Ian Booth, has 

            lamented  the silence of the church at a time 

            when South Africa  is bedevilled by myriad 

            social ills.

        Revd Booth was paying tribute to Diakonia 

founder, Archbishop Denis Hurley, during a colloquium 

organised by the University of KwaZulu-Natal's Conflict 

Transformation and Peace Studies Programme, to 

celebrate the rich legacy of Hurley, under the theme 

Community serving humanity and beyond – the legacy 

of Archbishop Denis Hurley OMI, at the institution's 

Howard College, on 12 February.

         "The church stopped to be the conscience of the 

nation after the attainment of democracy in 1994. We 

suddenly stopped challenging our liberators," he said.

        Revd Booth expressed concern that the attainment 

of political independence is being viewed as an end 

rather than a means to a just society.

        He said, "Political liberation was the first step in a 

long journey. What should have followed was 

economic and gender liberation."

           As a life-affirming community, Revd Booth said, 

the church should be concerned more with life before, 

than with life after death.

      Meanwhile, delegates attending the two-day 

colloquium called for Hurley to be made a saint for his 

courage, compassion and passion for justice.

People of faith uniquely placed 
to be agents of peace

D

Fr Pearson expresses a point.

Booth laments church's silence

D

SPECIAL THANKS TO



         n 29 November, friends of the Diakonia 

           Conference Centre gathered in the Denis 

         Hurley Hall to celebrate the centre's ten years 

        of service to the Durban community. 

        Six courageous South Africans who played a 

major role in the life of the Diakonia Centre were 

acknowledged. These include Mirriam Cele, the late 

Archbishop Philip Russell, Revd Dr Norman Hudson, 

Ela Gandhi and the late Archbishop Denis Hurley who 

all have rooms named after them, as well as the late 

Archie Gumede whose name adorns and inspires the 

Centre's café. The function also acknowledged Patty 

Geerdts for her donation of furniture to the Archie 

Gumede café.

        The Centre, whose building was built in 1914, was 

formerly known as the Ecumenical Centre in the years 

1983 -1998. In 1998, it was named Diakonia Centre 

when Diakonia Council of Churches took ownership of 

the Centre.

          The Centre provides affordable and accessible 

office and conferencing facilities to Durban's large non 

profit sector and prides itself in being able to fully cater 

for meetings, events, conferences and educational 

programmes. 

      The Diakonia Centre actively promotes political tolerance 

and reconciliation and encourages the use of its facilities for 

dialogue and peacemaking. The Centre shows unwavering 
support, alignment and empathy to and for the poorest and 

most marginalised as well as those who serve them.  
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               wenty nine activists from Durban visited their 
               Pietermaritzburg counterparts to learn from 
               one another and to share expertise and good 
               practices as activists, on 3 November.

   The purpose of the visit was to deepen their 

understanding of social profiling as a tool for community 

surveys and to witness how mapping could enhance the 

spirit of activism. The exchange visit equipped the activists 

with skills on mobilising communities for social change. 

         During the sessions, it became apparent that 

community mapping is a vibrant way of telling a community 

story. It allows communities to talk about their issues and 

the development that they want for their areas.

             Participatory mapping has emerged as a powerful 

tool that allows remote and marginalised communities to 

represent themselves spatially, bringing their local 

knowledge and perspectives to the attention of  authorities 

and decision-makers.

          The facilitator, Mnini Ntombela of the Built 

Environment Support Group, also exposed activists to 

community-based planning, an approach that seeks to 

address community needs and priorities in a bottom-up 

manner.

Diakonia Conference Centre celebrates Anniversary

Mirriam Cele and Ela Gandhi pose for a photo 
after being honoured.

O

Activists share experiences

T

Ntombela exposes community-based planning
to the activists.
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             he fruits of more than four years of hard 
             work were finally seen on 22 February when 
            the book Trees along the Riverside: Stories 
           of trauma facilitators in KwaZulu-
Natal, South Africa was launched. 
           The mood of excitement filled the room as 
copies of the book were unveiled.
        A couple of people including the Methodist 
Bishop, Mike Vorster, sat at the front row paging 
through the book. 
      In his speech, Bishop Vorster spoke about 
his memories of the beginning of the stress and 
trauma healing process in Durban with the help 
of Karl and Evelyn Bartsch in 1996. He spoke 
about people and the experience of multiple- 
woundedness. 
       The Bishop said stress and trauma healing 
is about three things, namely space, story telling 
and wounded healer, adding that the three are 
critical to the healing process.
       He said, "A safe and conducive space allows 
people to begin to talk. It should be a place of 
trust and confidentiality. This is the kind of space 
that Diakonia and PACSA have been providing. 
Story telling is essential to healing. Telling a story 
helps to release toxins from the brain. So the 
book is an invitation to tell our stories. The 
concept of wounded healer is based on the 
suffering servant - Jesus the wounded healer." 
        Bishop Vorster expressed concern that the wounds 
inflicted on the nation by apartheid have not properly 
healed. 
      "The Truth and Reconciliation Commission was a 
chance for people to tell their stories. However, only 
about 20 000 told their stories. When a nation has  

not properly dealt with its brutal past, it perpetuates 
violence. Churches should therefore provide processes 
and resources for healing,” he said.      

          
    All the delegates who witnessed the launch of the book 
got free copies signed by the contributing facilitators.      

           Participants connected well as they shared a 

common experience of being wounded healers. There 

was laughter and positive energy in the room. One could 

not help but think of the day when they came for the first 

level of the workshop as victims of stress and trauma. 

Then, their faces said it all – they needed help. But on this 

day, their faces told a different story of being victorious. 

They told stories of their lives and of the changes they 

experienced. 

        When they shared about the benefits of the 

intervention, most participants said their wounds were 

healed. Others said they have since gained self-esteem 

and were in charge of their lives. 

           One participant, crying with tears of joy, shared that 

she started a group with other beneficiaries, which 

focuses on helping victims of stress and trauma at 

KwaMashu. She added that they were planning to start a 

Non-Profit Organisation to meet the needs of her 

community. 

         eneficiaries from KwaMashu, uMlazi, 

          Inanda, Mariannridge and KwaMakhutha 

          met on 15 February to reflect on and 

          assess the changes experienced as a result 

of the stress and trauma healing intervention from 

which they  benefitted.
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Trees along the Riverside

T

An excited contributing facilitator signs a copy of the book.

Wounded healers reflect on impact 
of stress and trauma healing intervention

B

Participants share their stories in small groups.



          ince 2011, Diakonia had facilitated the  

           formation of Self Help Groups (SHGs) in the 

       Methodist Clerpine Circuit and guided them 

through the growth process. But on 25 February, it was 

time to hand the groups over to the Circuit's Economic 

Empowerment Committee (CEEC).

           Group members, beneficiaries from other groups, as 

well as committee members gathered at the Pinetown 

Methodist Church to celebrate the handover. Beneficiaries 

gave testimonies of how their lives had been transformed by 

joining the groups.

       The journey began in 2011 when the 

CEEC reiterated their desire that each family 

within the Circuit, irrespective of their 

denominational affiliation, should be able to 

provide itself with at least one substantial 

meal a day. 

      The committee approached Diakonia and 

an Economic Justice briefing was organised. 

Out of this briefing, the idea to embrace the 

SHG concept in the Circuit was born.

    Diakonia agreed to a partnership with the 

committee for two years to identify and create 

SHGs, identify and train Community 

Facilitators over this period.

       Since June 2012 when the first training 

and group formation began, 16 groups have 

been formed, and six Community Facilitators 

were appointed. The combined number of 

group members is about 260, and around 1325 lives 

have been touched through this project.

      Zanele Shangase who had been understudying 

Diakonia's SHG Coordinator since October 2013, was 

appointed to coordinate the groups.

        "The CEEC members are very excited about the fact 

that many lives have been touched and that dignity has 

been restored through the groups. The group members 

testify to this at the monthly meetings," said Deacon 

Wendi Tiedt, Chairperson of the CEEC.
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“This is a very fine volume 
with its combination of text
and many memorable
photographs”
Bishop Michael & Dorrie Nuttall

This richly- illustrated
  coffee-table book charts

 the background and
 history of

  Diakonia’s annual Good
Friday services in

 Durban, South Africa

“This is a very fine volume

with its combination of text

and many memorable

photographs”
Bishop Michael & Dorrie Nuttall

“It belongs on the shelves of
 books that will never leave us.”
Gert van Maanen, Neatherlands

Available from Diakonia Council of Churches

ONLY R100 (+R50 packaging and postage)

USD 80 (includes bank charges, p&p)
Euro56 (includes bank charges, p&p)

Contact Busi:
+27 31 310 3500

Email: reception@diakonia.org.za

Available from Diakonia Council of Churches
@R20 each

*Support the work of our oganisation
Discount on bulk orders

Contact Busi: 031 310 3500
Email: reception@diakonia.org.za

T-shirts for sale

Clerpine Circuit SHGs handed over

S

Members pose for a photo with certificates of appreciation.
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