
          he time for talking about the scourge of 

          rape and  abuse of women in South 

        Africa is now over. It is time to rise up 

and demand an end to this violence.

      This was the message delivered to the 

nation by a vociferous crowd at the gate of the 

Durban Magistrate’s Court, on Valentine's Day 

(14 February), as part of the global One Billion 

Rising Campaign.

      Through music, dance, poetry and 

speeches, participants reminded the nation of 

the unacceptably high levels of rape in the 

country and implored South Africans to feel 

ashamed of the tag of being the rape capital of 

the world.

     In welcoming participants, Diakonia 

Chairperson Revd Ian Booth noted that it is 

appropriate to hold the event on Valentine's Day, 

which is meant to be a celebration of love, but 

has become a carnival of sex, driven by 

commercial interests.                             

    Dr Sagie Naidoo, Clinical Manager 

responsible for the medico-legal care of victims 

of violence against women in the eThekwini 

District, said the plague had reached alarming 

proportions and is now an epidemic in our 

society.

     “We should all rise to the challenge and the 

scourge that is ravaging our society and say with 

one voice that enough is enough and that we will 

do everything in our power to defend the weak 

             

              An activist holds a placard at the   Durban 

Magistrate’s Court.

and the vulnerable, and at the same time see to it 

that the perpetrators of these heinous crimes are 

brought to book and face the maximum penalties 

within the ambit of the law,” he said. 

      In accepting the list of requests to be 

forwarded to highest authorities in the National 

Prosecuting Authority, Durban's Senior Public 

Prosecutor,  Val  Mel is ,  sa id  there are 

approximately 300 rape cases on the court rolls 

in Durban and closer to 200 in Umlazi and added 

that now is the time to start focusing on our boy 

children.

       She said, “For too long we have focused on 

girls, trying to teach them how not to become 

victims of rape and sexual assault. The numbers 

of young boys committing sexual offences 

against other children is cause for concern. It is 

time that we, as communities, start educating 

our boy children that rape is not normal, not cool, 

and will be punished.”
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From the Director
            elcome to the first edition of the year 

           2013.

               This year marks the 40th anniversary of 

the Durban strikes, not to mention the 30th 

anniversary of the United Democratic Front. 

Imagine that we never existed as an organisation to 

make an invaluable contribution to the non-racial, 

non-sexist and democratic South Africa.  We are 

mindful that our much needed services continue to 

contribute to a transformed society. 

            The task that lies ahead of us requires that 

an organisation be well-resourced financially. Yet, 

the cloud of financial uncertainty continues to hover 

above our head as an organisation and is making 

serious threats to our future sustainability. We 

continue to make a bold plea for financial 

assistance from all our Friends, those who have 

benefitted from our humble work and indeed those 

who share our vision of a transformed society.

         Apart from the “Donate Now” button on our 

website and the Friends Membership Form that is 

carried in this edition of Inselelo, I am pleased to 

announce to you that you can also make your 

donation securely via GivenGain 

(www.givengain.diakonia.org.za)

        If what we have experienced so far this year is 

anything to go by, then there is a lot of hard work 

that lies ahead of us.

        The scourge of gender-based violence in the 

country has reached epidemic levels and is getting 

even more brutal by the day. The case of 

seventeen-year-old Anene Booysen,

of Bredasdorp, who was gang-raped and badly 

mutilated, comes to mind. Closer home, eight-year-old 

Nonjabulo Sabela, who was recently raped and brutally 

murdered in Umlazi (see page 5) left us wondering and 

at worst resigning that we have lost the struggle against 

this scourge.

        In order to play our own part in this struggle, we 

vigorously promoted the Thursdays in Black Campaign, 

in which we urge all people of conscience to wear black 

on Thursdays as a way of mourning and standing in 

solidarity with victims of this senseless crime and raising 

our voice in protest that this has no place in our country.

         We also held a series of events during the 16 Days 

of Activism, most notably the Garden of Hope and 

Healing at the Botanic Gardens (see pages 3 & 4). 

Awareness raising events were also organised in the 

townships, in churches and at the University of KwaZulu-

Natal.

        May I also take this opportunity to express my heart 
thfelt gratitude to all who participated in the 28  Good 

Friday service (see page 6 & 7) and made it a great 

success. The service gave us an opportunity to reflect 

on issues that keep the 'born frees' in bondage nearly 

two decades into democracy. We hope that this 

reflection will continue and that it will inspire churches to 

work for a better world for our young people.

Your partner in transforming society 
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“Archbishop Hurley was one of our greatest South Africans.
This biography reveals what gave him that stature – his integrity, 
fearlessness, gentleness of spirit and his magnanimity. 
It is a must-read for all of us.” - Desmond Tutu

This	new,	abridged	
version	of	Guardian	of	
the	Light	tells	the	story	
of	how	Hurley	became	
the	youngest	Catholic	
bishop	in	the	world	at	31,
	his	fearless	criticism	of	
apartheid,	denouncing
	it	as	'blasphemy'	and
	'intrinsically	evil'	and	
being	regarded	as	one	
of	South	Africa's	'most	
wanted'	political	
opponents	and	how	he	
continued	to	work	as
	a	parish	priest	well	into	
his	eighties.
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        .  o honour victims of violence and to pledge 

          support  for a society free of violence against 

    women and children, a 'Garden of Hope and 

Healing' was established at the Durban Botanic 

Gardens, for the entire duration of the 16 Days of 

Activism  Campaign against gender-based 

violence.

        Situated at the Visitors' Centre, inside the Botanic 

Gardens – the result of a partnership with the 

Municipality's Department of Parks, Recreation and 

Culture (PRC), and many other NGOs, the project 

provided hope and spoke to some of the atrocities in a 

creative and meaningful way. 

        Thousands of discarded plastic bottles were 

transformed into colourful, creative, handmade flowers 

with messages of hope and healing. These were 

'planted' in the garden to honour a victim or a survivor of 

abuse, or to be a visual pledge of working towards a 

world without rape and violence. 

        Daily flower-making workshops were run at the 

Botanic Gardens for the duration of the 16 days, in which 

members of the public participated in the flower-making 

workshops and 'planted' the flowers they made in the 

garden. 

      The garden also featured a 'Bottle Tree' with 

hundreds of messages sealed in glass bottles, from the 

PRC Men's Forum. There was also a symbolic 'Washing 

Line' with black garments pegged to it - paying tribute to 

Thursdays in Black, a campaign promoted by Diakonia 

to encourage men and women to wear black every 

Thursday to raise awareness around issues of gender 

injustice, violence against women, rape and corrective 

rape.

    Wearing black is a sign of mourning in many    

       

Bishop Rubin Phillip ties a bottle with a message to the 

‘bottle tree’.

cultures and, therefore, wearing black on Thursdays 

shows solidarity with women who are still trapped in 

abusive relationships and is also a sign of mourning for 

those women who have been killed at the hands of their 

partners.

         As part of the project, there was an exhibition of 

resource material offering information and support to 

those affected by gender-based violence. Discussions, 

workshops and events relating to gender violence, were 

organised to generate an increased level of awareness 

among South Africans, how it manifests itself within  

society, the negative impact on these vulnerable groups 

and to challenge perpetrators of these offences to 

change their behaviour.   
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    sikhathi sokukhuluma nje kuphela 
    ngokubhebhetheka nokuhlukunyezwa 
  kwabesifazane sesiphelile, sekuyisikhathi 
sokusukuma simelane ngqo nalesisihlava.
     Lomyalezo wethulwe isixuku esiklabalasela 
esangweni lenkantolo enkulu yeTheku ngosuku 
lwezithandani 14 Februwari.  Lomnyakazo uyinxenye 
yes ig id i  sez ig id i  sokuqedwa ukunukubezwa 
kwabesifazane.  Abakhankasi bebesebenzisa umculo, 
ukudansa, izinkondlo nezinkulumo ukugqamisa 
ukungemukeleki qobo kwalesisimo ezweni lethu.  
Kwagcizeleka kunoma ngubani ukuthi simelwe sonke 
sibe namahloni ngokuthi izwe lethu lisesiqongweni 
ngokunukubeza emhlabeni jikelele.
        Emukela izihambeli, uMfu. Ian Booth onguSiHlalo 
womkhandlu wamabandla i-Diakonia  uthe kube kuhle 
ukuba nalomcimbi ngalelilanga lezithandani kodwa 
lolusuku seluthathwa njengosuku olubeka phambili 
ukuhweba nokuzigqilaza ngokocansi. 
    UDr Sagie Naidoo ongamele ezempilo emkhakheni 
ohlanganisa ezomthetho nobhekelela abesifazane 
abahlukumezekile beTheku, uphawule wathi lesisihlava 

sesingafaniswa nobhubhane ngokudlondlobala kwaso.  
Uqhube wathi uwonkewonke kumele usisekele 
ukuzimbandakanya ekuqedweni kwalesisihlava 
ngokuvikela bonke abesifazane abasengcupheni. 
Izigilamkhumba azibanjwe zijeziswe ngezigwebo 
ezinqala, ingalo yomthetho iphokophelele ukukhombisa 
kamhlophe ukuthi sisonke sithi sekwanele.  
      Ekwamukeleni uhlu lwezikhalo uthembise 
ukulwedlu l ise la kwiz iphath imandla zehhovis i 
lomshushisi omkhulu.  U-Val Melis uveze ukuthi angu-
300 amacala asezithebeni kumanje, endaweni 
yaseMlazi angu-200.  Ube eseqhuba ethi sekuyisikhathi 
sokubheka nasohlangothini lwabafana.  Isikhathi eside 
bekugxilwe emantombazaneni kuphela.  Ziyanda manje 
izehlakalo zokunukubeza ezenziwa ngabafana.  
Imiphakathi ifanele ukukhuthala ekuqwashiseni abafana 
ukuthi ukunukubeza akwemukelekile, akuyona neze 
ind le la  yokungcebeleka fu th i  kungakuhole la 
ekujezisweni kanzima. 
       
                                       
      

Garden of hope and healing

T

I
Isigidi sezigidi silwa nokunukubeza



           oncerned with the scourge of gender-based 
           violence that has reached pandemic 
          proportions in the country, a group of 
           students from the University of KwaZulu-
Natal (UKZN) put away their books and embarked 
on gender-based violence awareness raising 
campaign at the university's Howard College 
campus, on 7 March.

      The day being a Thursday, campaigners came 

dressed in black and Diakonia promoted the Thursdays 

in Black Campaign. 

         A miniature 'Garden of Hope and Healing', similar 

to the one planted in the Durban Botanic Gardens during 

the 2012 16 Days of Activism Campaign, was planted at 

the Square Space Theatre. The health promoters from 

each of the university's five campuses, peer educators 

and Brothers 4 Life facilitators from DramAidE were 

present. Also present were Pastel Heart, a Durban graffiti 

artist, comedian Pieter-Dirk Uys and singer Pinkie 

Mtshali.

        

   Uys (extreme left) poses for a photo with other activists.

     Revd Dr Saun Johns of Family Centre Church in 

Sydenham gave a moving and personal opening speech 

after which he blessed the garden. Prof Nhlanhla Jerome 

Mkhize, Dean of the School of Applied Human Sciences 

warmly welcomed the garden and assured the campaigners 

that the university was fully behind the campaign. 

     Participants also joined in the flower-making workshop 

led by Dawn Haddon of the Sydenham Community 

Resource Centre. 

     The event was organised by info4africa to celebrate 

International Women’s Day.
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Students say no to gender-based violence 

C

The students pose for a photo. 

         omhlangano wawethanyelwe 
         abefundisi base-Inanda, Ntuzuma 
         naKwaMashu (INK) nabenhlangano 
IDAMASA. Wawubanjelwe KwaMashu ngomhlaka 
12 Februwari.  Wanquma ukukhetha ikomidi 
elizobhekana nokuqedwa kwezinxushunxushu 
kulendawo.

        Kukhethwe nhlangothi zombili.  Laba abakhethwa 

bazosebenzisana nezinhlaka ezinye kubalwa 

amaphoyisa imithombo yabezindaba neminyango 

kaHulumeni. Inhloso yalekomidi ukudala ukuthula 

endaweni, kuqedwe izinxushunxushu ezidalwe 

ukungaboni ngasolinye kumaqembu ezepolitiki 

ehostela ezinyangeni ezidlule.  Kwafa abahlanu 

kulezizigameko.  Umlawuli wezifundo zokucobelelana 

ngolwazi bekungu-Dieter Luense umsunguli wesizinda 

esicobelelana ngolwazi lokusombulula okudalwa 

ukungaboni ngasolinye, eHamburg eJalimane.  

Lesizinda sinamalunga angashumi amabili 

nesishiyagalolunye.

      Abefundisi bachazile umonakalo odalwa 

yiloludlame emphakathini.  Luphinde luphazamise 

ezamabhizinisi, ukulethwa kwezidingo nguhulumeni, 

izinhlelo zokudala ukuthula nezinhlelo zokwelekelela.

       Amalungu aphinde axoxisana ngesimo senhlalo 

yangaphakathi emahostela, babone kunesidingo 

soguquko uma kuqhathaniswa nesikhathi 

sobandlululo.  Manje kufanele kuhlelelwe ukuhlalisa 

imindeni ephelele kulamahostela.     

Umhlangano wokucobelelana mayelana 
ngokungaboni  ngasolinye

L



        nalysts say that a girl child born in South 

         Africa is more  likely to get raped than get an 

           education.

       This is the fate that befell eight-year-old 

Nonjabulo Sabela, a learner at Mzwilili Junior Primary 

School in Umlazi, who was brutally raped and 

murdered in the township that is notorious for violent 

crime.

        In solidarity with the community that was still 

reeling from the shock of these heinous crimes, 

Diakonia arranged to share in the school assembly, 

where Nonjabulo had been a pupil, on 20 March. 

Members of Diakonia staff and some church leaders 

offered prayers and words of comfort and 

encouragement to both learners and educators.  

        The Thursdays in Black Campaign was 

introduced to the assembly and the educators, 

parents and community members were encouraged 

to raise awareness on rape and violence against 

women and children by supporting the campaign and 

dressing in black on Thursdays.  

      After the assembly, Cyril Mwandla, Diakonia's 

Democracy and Governance Coordinator, addressed 

the children on how to stay safe, while Bishop Mike 

Vorster of the Methodist Church of Southern Africa, 

addressed the adults who had come to show their 

support to the school Principal.
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        Meanwhile, hundreds of worshippers who 

packed the Musgrave Road Methodist Church for the 

Service of Tenebrae (the Gathering Darkness) on 

Maundy Thursday observed the Thursdays in Black 

Campaign by dressing in black.

        The campaign has been promoted in this church 

for many years and on this particular occasion it was 

remarkable how many people were dressed in black 

and were wearing the campaign buttons.  Upholding 

the campaign at the Maundy Thursday service was 

most appropriate as it spoke of the dark cloud of 

gender-based violence hovering above the nation.   

 

          ith statistics indicating that a woman is 
          raped every seventeen seconds in South 
          Africa, the talk of human rights for most 
women seems meaningless.

         On Human Rights Day (21 March), the plight of 

women was once again highlighted by a group of 

concerned Christians who gathered at St Cyprian's 

Anglican Church in Umbilo for a prayer service.

        The worshippers were dressed in black as the 

day fell on a Thursday and Diakonia promoted the 

Thursdays in Black Campaign through the 

distribution of the campaign buttons. 

         The service gave an opportunity to the 

worshippers to reflect on the plight of women in both 

church and society and explore what they can do to 

address it. The homily, delivered by Revd Dr Jenny 

Sprong, focused on the biblical story of the rape of 

Tamar and how her story continues to be the story of 

many South African women today.      

        The worshippers committed themselves to doing 

all in their power to uphold women's rights and 

eliminate rape and violence against women and 

children. 

Churches reflect on plight of women on Human Rights Day 

A
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Bishop Vorster addresses community members.

Churches mourn with Umlazi community  



          e may not be born free but we can be 

          made free, when we free ourselves and 

         when we  work towards freeing others, 

according to Prof Sarojini Nadar of the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church of Southern 

Africa and Dean of Research in the College of 

Humanities at the University of KwaZulu-Natal.

        Prof Nadar was delivering the homily on the 

theme Born free? at the annual ecumenical Good 

Friday service, attended by approximately 3 000 

worshippers, among them civic and church 

leaders, at the Durban Exhibition Centre, on 29 

March.

       

 

Prof Nadar delivers the homily.

        

           Church and civic leaders process with the banner.

        “We are born divine, because we are made in the 

image of God, but we are not born free. Not even Jesus, 

as God incarnate, was born free. In fact he would have 

experienced many 'un-freedoms' especially being born 

to an unmarried mother; being born poor in a lowly 

stable; being born as a refugee in Bethlehem and living 

his first few years as a refugee in Egypt. This was how 

God became incarnate and dwelt among us, in the 

midst of un-freedoms - as an 'illegitimate child', poor 

and a refugee.

        “If we allow our conscience to convict us of this 

fact, we move closer towards an awareness of the un-

freedoms which exist in society. Consciousness-raising, 

about the plight of the poor, the oppressed and the 

marginalised, Jesus asserts, is the business of the 

gospel. It is so easy to be oblivious of, or even 

indifferent to, the un-freedoms around us,” Prof Nadar 

said.
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“This is a very fine volume 
with its combination of text
and many memorable
photographs”
Bishop Michael & Dorrie Nuttall

This richly- illustrated
  coffee-table book charts

 the background and
 history of

  Diakonia’s annual Good
Friday services in

 Durban, South Africa

“This is a very fine volume

with its combination of text

and many memorable

photographs”
Bishop Michael & Dorrie Nuttall

“It belongs on the shelves of
 books that will never leave us.”
Gert van Maanen, Neatherlands

Available from Diakonia Council of Churches

ONLY R100 (+R50 packaging and postage)

USD 80 (includes bank charges, p&p)
Euro56 (includes bank charges, p&p)

Contact Busi:
+27 31 310 3500

Email: reception@diakonia.org.za

Born free?

W

Available from Diakonia Council of Churches
@R20 each

*Support the work of our oganisation
Discount on bulk orders

Contact Busi: 031 310 3500
Email: reception@diakonia.org.za

T-shirts for sale



       

                       Born frees pose for a photo.

      While Jesus was fully aware of the un-

freedoms around him, she said, not only did he 

name them, but he acted against them.

        In the words of Megan McKenna, Prof Nadar 

said, “'To say that Jesus died for our sins is only half 

a theology - it is to forget that he died because he 

was dangerous to a society that wanted to hold on 

to its power.' Challenging and acting against un-

freedoms requires courage and can result in 

death.”

         She singled out the driving of the money 

changers from the temple as one significant 

courageous event that sealed Jesus' fate.

           She said, “What Mark is recording for us in 

the lead-up to Jesus' execution is his opposition to 

the practice of a 'Temple Tax'. Basically what was 

happening was that some people were making a lot 

of money from people wanting to worship God. 

Why is it that when the poor are in search of 

freedom, they always get 'short-changed'? 

Consider the housing scandals in this country for 

example. People pay money in good faith, and then find their 

houses have been sold twice-over to someone else, or they 

receive poor quality houses, or worse still they never receive 

their homes. Jesus was opposing structures like religion and 

corrupt rulers that seek to keep people in perpetual states of 

poverty.”  

           Prof Nadar also spoke at length about the Freedom 

Charter, dispelling the myth that because it talks of our 

freedoms, we are indeed free, adding that democracy can

        

                  The flowered cross stands at the steps of the City Hall.
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Born free?

Continued on Pg 10



         elegates attending a conflict resolution 

         workshop for clergy from Inanda Ntuzuma 

      KwaMashu (INK) and Inter-denominational 

African  Ministers Association of Southern Africa 

(IDAMASA) at KwaMashu on 12 February, 

resolved to form a conflict resolution committee 

in order to bring peace to the troubled township. 

        The committee, which includes members from 

INK and IDAMASA , will network with other 

stakeholders such as the Office of the Premier, the 

local councillors, the media and the South African 

Police Service, in order to bring peace in the 

township.

        The workshop was held against the background 

of politically motivated violence in the hostel two 

months earlier that claimed the lives of five people. It 

was facilitated by Dieter Luense, founder and leader 

of the Institute of Conflict Management and Mediation 

in Hamburg, Germany and was attended by twenty 

nine participants.

        The clergy explained how the violence in the 

area affected community life, business, and 

government plans for service delivery. Luense 

stressed the strength of non-violence for crisis 

management recovery and reparation in order to 

address fears and needs. 

     

INSELELO                                      APRIL 2013 - PG 8

Delegates discuss home-grown solutions to the KwaMashu 

Hostel conflict.

    Participants also discussed possible home-grown 

solutions to the problem in the hostels. They felt that 

there was need to develop the apartheid-era hostels into 

family units.

        They also urged the media, as an important 

stakeholder, to play its part in conflict resolution. It was 

also resolved that similar workshops be conducted for 

clergy in the area.

        “The workshop opened my eyes and empowered 

us to develop solutions ourselves using a conflict 

mapping model,” Albertina Mogale of KwaMashu 

Evangelical Lutheran Church said after the workshop.

Conflict resolution workshop at KwaMashu

D

           he confrontation between two political 

           parties in October in KwaMashu Hostel 

          left five people dead. For weeks, the situation in 

the area was tense.

        Aware that Christians are mandated to be instruments 

of peace, in conjunction with INK Ministers Fellowship, 

Diakonia held a prayer service, under the theme Peace in 

the troubled land, at Enkanyisweni Hall on 27 October, to 

pray for peace in the area.

       The worshippers also prayed for other social ills, notably 

crime, road accidents, domestic violence, drug and alcohol 

abuse that the township is notorious for.

      Subsequent to that, the ministers also organised another 

prayer service on 29 November at the Pentecostal Holiness 

Church, which coincided with the Independent Electoral 

Commission's signing ceremony, right at the heart of hostel 

that afternoon.

         Archbishop Mdayi of INK Minister's Fellowship said 

the opening prayer before the reading of Electoral Code of 

Conduct and signing ceremony.         

     

       Candidates from political parties were then 

asked to  address the public on their manifestos and 

thereafter asked to sign and pledge their support for 

peace efforts. The events proceeded peacefully and 

it is pleasing to note that the by-election was held in 

a relatively peaceful atmosphere. 

Peace in the troubled land

T

Archbishop Mdayi says a prayer 

before the signing ceremony.



           ozanawe Self Help Group (SHG) from Molweni has 

         been  given a piece of land by the local chief on 

         which to carry out their  projects .

       Chief Mthembu was motivated by the activities and 

achievements of the group since it was established seven 

months ago. The Chief also promised them a tractor to help in 

preparing the land.

     Prior to this invaluable gift, the group's efforts had been 

recognised by the Methodist Evangelist,  Jackson Tokwe who 

gave them a piece of land at the church premises to establish 

a vegetable garden. They consume some of their produce in 

their homes and sell the rest to members of the community. 

     In October, the group participated in a number of events 

organised by Diakonia and were empowered with various 

skills to better manage their projects. They were also active 

during the 16 Days of Activism Campaign.      

  

         ermaculture gardens  are easy to start and good 

       for the environment. All that is needed are leaves, 

    grass and cardboard and they can be established on 

a very small piece of land, on balconies and even in 

flower pots.

       On 12 March, Wozanawe SHG established its own 
organic garden on the church premises with the guidance 
of two Diakonia staffers.

        Before the exercise, members attended a 

permaculture workshop, led by Baphiwe Nxumalo, 

Diakonia's Eco-Justice Coordinator, which focussed on 

how to take care of the environment. They were also 

workshopped on companion planting, crop rotation, 

natural plant remedies and Genetically Modified 

Organisms (GMOs). They also learnt how to combat pests 

in an environmentally friendly way and the ideal mixture of 

plants that can be placed in the soil bed. 

        The members were so excited with the project, 

especially because it did not take a lot of time to make the 

garden. One of the members said after the exercise that 

she felt inspired to start her own garden at home. “I really 

think I want to try this at home. It was very simple. I want to 

plant some of the same vegetable seedlings we were 

working with today into a flowerpot, she said.”               
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SHG acquires land 
for projects

SHG goes green

W P

Nxumalo explains how to make a garden.

Thembi Mdladla helps the group to prepare the land
 at the church premises.

          Mazisize  i-Wozanawe ezinze eMolweni inikwe
          indawo yokusebenzela yiNkosi yendawo.  
               Lesisenzo seNkosi uMthembu sidalwe 
ukusebenza ngokuzikhandla kwaloMazisize emphakathini 
wayo.  Ithembise ukubalekelela ngogandaganda 
ukulungisa indawo leyo.
      Ngaphambi kwalesisipho bese bevele benikwe enye 
indawana yokutshala imfino egcekeni lesonto nguMvangeli 
Jackson Tokwe wamaWeseli.  Naye wayebone ukuzimisela 

kwabo, imifino ababeyivuna lapho babezidlela bona 
babuye badayisele abebandla.
     NgoOkthoba amalungu abamba iqhaza 
emicimbini eminingana eyayihlelwe ngumkhandlu 
wamabandla.  Babuye bahlonyiswa ngamakhono 
okwenzangcono imisebenzi yabo.  Babuye babamba 
iqhaza emkhankasweni wezinsuku eziwu-16 
zodlame olubhekiswe kwabesifazane.

U
Omazisize banikwa indawo yama-project
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        outh Africans must find alternative ways of 
        addressing social injustice that do not involve 
         violence, according to Diakonia Chairperson,   
  Revd Ian Booth.
        Revd Booth was delivering a message of peace at 
the annual Advent Celebration, on 27 November.
     “It has been disturbing to read reports of elected 
officials and party employees being shot dead in 
politically motivated violence. We had hoped that those 
days had come to an end, and that sufficient political 
maturity would have taken root so that we can address 
our differences through the ballot box, and not with 
bullets. But alas, it appears that this is not so. The 
darkness of political violence still hangs over the land,” 
Revd Booth said.
       He also lamented the violence that has come to be a 
normal part of industrial action by workers in many 
sectors of the economy.
     “The violent nature of the industrial actions over this 
past year has shocked us all. It is disturbing to see 
marching strikers overturn litter bins in the streets, torch 
vehicles, attack those who want to work, and intimidate 
all. It is disturbing to see striking farm workers set fire to 
the crops they have planted and tended for a pittance. It 
has been disturbing to learn that the common belief 
among communities throughout the land is that it is only 
violent action that brings response from the authorities. 
        “And perhaps most disturbing of all was to see the 
level of violence in the response to these events by those 
in authority, most particularly the Marikana incident, 
which stands out as a shameful moment in the history of 
this democratic era, for we all thought the images of the 
police shooting people in their numbers belonged in the 
past. These images are scary, and alert us to the intense 
levels of anger that are prevalent in our society, and to 
the speed at which violence is engaged in by those in 
authority as well as those who are seeking justice,” he 
said.

     

        Noting that Advent fell during the 16 Days of Activism 
Campaign against gender-based violence, he said the 
period is meant to underscore the unacceptably high levels 
of abuse of women and children. 
     
                                                         Continued on Pg 12

push against the doors of learning. They are seemingly 

not the beneficiaries of the freedoms which democracy 

promised,” Prof Nadar said.
        “With courage comes hope. Christ has set this 
example before us. This is what the invitation to be 
'born again' is about.  Challenging un-freedom may 
result in death, like the execution of Jesus shows, but 
freedom is 'born again' through the resurrection,” she 
concluded.
        After the first part of the service, worshippers took 
turns to carry the cross through the streets of Durban to 
the City Hall. A huge banner followed the cross with the 
words Freedom for some is freedom for none visible 
from afar. Thirty 'born frees' also carried small crosses 
with the words Born free?
   The flowering of the cross took place at the steps of 
the City Hall. The flowered cross was lifted up as a sign 
of hope that Christ will break the chains that bind the 
born frees, preventing them from living their lives to the 
fullest.

   

Come, Prince of Peace

S

Revd Booth calls for alternative ways
 of addressing injustice.

Continued from Pg 7

only provide legal freedom whereas what those who 

are made most vulnerable in society need is not just 

legal freedom, but freedom that comes from a place 

of deep commitment to care and justice.

       “The problem is that in South Africa, we see 

ourselves as free because the political government 

which governs us espouses values of freedom.  

However, we are governed by other structures too - 

cultural, educational and dare I say, religious and 

spiritual. These are structures which may preach 

freedom, but actually through their practices could 

promote un-freedom.

        “While we have all the necessary legislation, we 

know that we still live in one of the most violent 

countries in the world, where women, people of 

homosexual orientation and children meet violent 

deaths. We know we live in a country where 

textbooks are not delivered to poor scholars and 

where students and parents get trampled on as they 

Born free?
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            aregivers from the INK area, most of them 

           ministers from the local churches, 

          participated in a second level stress and 

trauma healing workshop held at Lighthouse 

Church in KwaMashu, in November.
      This was the continuation of a healing journey 
which started in July, in which participants began as 
victims of different stresses experienced over the 
years. They had been provided with a safe space to 
revisit their past hurts and pains so that they move 
from being victims to victors or survivors.  
      The focus of the November workshop was to 
enable them to move from being survivors of stress to 
becoming wounded healers. Their experience of 
woundedness served as a source of strength and 
healing and would be vital in their work of counselling 
others. Since they already work as community 
caregivers, the workshop assisted them to 
understand the foundation of their calling. Jesus 
Christ was used as a perfect example of a 'wounded 
healer' throughout the workshop.
      Participants spent time in small groups 
discussing the link between the caregiver and 
wounded healer aspects, reflecting on their own 
experiences and planning how they will use 
knowledge received from the workshop in their work. 

      From the evaluation, participants highlighted that 
they learned more about the need to take care of 
themselves as caregivers and not go beyond their 
limits when helping others so that they do not find 
themselves falling back. They said they were looking 
forward to going back to their communities to help 
others using their wounds to heal. 

    

               Participants discuss in groups.

INSELELO                                  APRIL 2013 - PG 11

The wounded healer journey continues 

C

Indlela yomphilisi olimele iyaqhutshwa

O
        Nompilo bezindawo ezaziwa nge-INK 
        bebenomhlangano wesigaba sesibili 
        sokubhekana nengcindezi nokuhlukumezeka.  
Iningi labo bangabefundisi bamabandla 
asemphakathini.  Lomhlangano ububanjelwe e-
Lighthouse KwaMashu ngoNovemba.
        Lendlela yokwelekelelwa yaqala ngoJulayi.  
Ekuqaleni amalungu ayengabantu abahlukumezekile 
qobo lwabo.  Bahlelelwa ithuba lokuba bakhulume 
ngokubavelele bekhululekile.  Umphumela wakho 
konke lokho kwaba wukudlula ekubeni abanqotshiwe 
base beba ngabanqobi.
      Ingqikithi yomhlangano owawungoLwezi 
kwakungukuthi belekeleleke bakwazi ukudlula 
esimweni sokuba ngabahlukunyeziwe nabalimele bese 
befinyelela ekusizeni nokulekelela abanye 
abasahlukunyezwa babe ngabaphilisi abalimele.  Izimo 
asebedlule kuzo zabenza babanogqozi nokwelapheka 
emoyeni, okuyizinto ezidingekayo uma uzokweluleka 

abanye.  Lezizifundo zabalekelela kakhulu 
ekuqhubeni lomsebenzi wokuba ngoNompilo.  
Ukufanekisa ngoJesu owaba 'umphilisi olimele' 
novelele kwenza izifundo zaba nohlonze.
        Amalungu abuye enza amaqenjana axoxisana 
ngokuxhumana phakathi kukaNompilo nomphilisi 
olimele, ngokubuyekeza kuphindwe emuva 
kokwenzeke kubo ngabanye.  Kubuye 
kwacotshelelwana ngendlela yokulumbanisa lokho 
nolwazi abalutholile emsebenzini wabo.
        Sekubuyekezwa, amalungu aphawule 
ngokuqwashiswa ngokubaluleka kokuzinakekela 
kuqala wena uqobo, nokwazi ukuzakhela umgomo 
ongeke waweqa ekululekeni.  Kusiza wena lokho 
ngoba hleze uzozithola sewubuthaka.  Sekuhlukanwa 
amalungu athe azizwa enomfutho omkhulu 
ngokuqhuba umsebenzi wabo esebenzisa okwenzeka 
kubo qobo.
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Contact us at 031 310 3500 or
Email: the.director@diakonia.org.za

Care to share!
Inselelo is your magazine!

We invite churches and individuals to share their
stories and experiences with us. For more details,
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Kudzai Taruona at 031 310 3551 or
Email: kudzai.taruona@diakonia.org.za



 

Hendricks also lamented the inefficiency and 
incompetence of the Directorate. 
        He said, “The Directorate is far removed from its 
intended beneficiaries. There is very limited interaction 
between it and the people who need it. The Directorate 
does not cause information pertaining to the NPO Act 
to reach its intended beneficiaries. Furthermore, it is 
heavily underfunded. The financial resources allocated 
to the implementation of the Act are insignificant when 
compared to the size, scope and vibrancy of the 
sector.”
     Turning to the NPO summit that was held in August 
2012, Hendricks said the process of inviting 
organisations to the summit was not inclusive as only 
those NPOs that receive funding from the Department 
were invited, with the result that the Minister asked for 
available people to serve on the Ministerial Task team. 
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            he deregistration of over 40 000 Non-Profit 
            Organisations (NPOs) by the NPO Directorate 
          and the classification of another 35 204 as non-
compliant sent shock waves throughout the sector and 
led many critics to suspect that the government was 
attempting to crack down on the non-profit sector.     
     Furthermore, some NPOs that have previously 
challenged the government by taking it to court on behalf of 
ordinary citizens, such as Equal Education, that 
successfully sued the Basic Education Department last 
year, and the Treatment Action Campaign, which forced 
President Thabo Mbeki's government to provide 
antiretrovirals to pregnant HIV positive women, were also 
deregistered. 
        Most analysts described the moves to deregister or list 
as non-complaint more than two-thirds of all NPOs in South 
Africa as sinister.
        As if that was not enough, the Department of Social 
Development made some proposals to amend the existing 
NPO Act 71 of 1997, seemingly with the view of addressing 
the challenges faced under the existing law. Again, critics 
were suspicious of the government's motives.
         To discuss these moves, in partnership with 
Democracy Development Programme (DDP), South 
Durban Community Environmental Alliance (SDCEA) and 
the Right2Know campaign, Diakonia organised a 
workshop, on 12 March, to hear Peter Steven Alton 
Hendricks of PSA Hendricks & Associates Attorneys dispel 
the suspicion that there was a conspiracy to deregister 
NPOs.
      “There was no conspiracy to deregister NPOs. 
According to the NPO Law, the Minister of Social 
Development should appoint a Panel of Arbitration Tribunal. 
It is only the Tribunal that can deregister an NPO. The 
Tribunal was never set up in the first place. Moreover there 
was no communication with the affected NPOs, informing 
them of the need to comply or face deregistration – a 
requirement of the Act. It is the recently established 
automated registration process that classified NPOs as 
deregistered or non-compliant,” Hendricks said.
       

‘No conspiracy to deregister NPOs’ - Hendricks

SPECIAL THANKS TO
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Hendricks expresses a point.
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      Revd Booth said, “The campaign once again highlights 
the scourge of domestic violence, where women and children 
suffer at the hands of the husbands and fathers they should 
be able to trust, and at the hands of the many men who form 
casual relationships with multiple partners and abuse them 
and the children they bear. The setting aside of this period is 
meant to serve as a reminder of how to live and behave 
throughout the year, not just for 16 days each year. The 
darkness of domestic violence hangs over the land and we 
are not sure how far away the dawn is.”
      He ended by reminding Christians to follow the way of 
Christ. “Our way is the way of peace, the road travelled by the 
Prince of Peace. Our way is the alternative way of walking in 
the light of God and in the conviction that there must be a way 
to address these matters that does not involve violence and 
intimidation. We should see the alternative ways of living, 
relating, loving and caring that will peel back the violence and 
show another path. We should be the ones building 

community with those who are different, the “other”, 
and in that community finding hope and healing,” 
Revd Booth said.   

       

Come, Prince of Peace
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