
        nglican Bishop of Natal, Rubin         

         Phillip, has urged people of faith to     

      seize the opportunity presented by the 

Lonmin Platinum Mine tragedy, to heal a 

broken nation.

     He was delivering a message of peace and 

compassion to worshippers gathered for an 

interfaith prayer service for the victims of the 

tragedy, organised in partnership with the 

Gandhi Development Trust, KZN Inter-

Religious Council and World Conference on 

Religions for Peace, on 24 August. 

     “It is now incumbent upon us as people of 

faith and citizens of this country to seize this 

opportunity to build up, heal, reconcile, learn 

and find one another afresh. Now is the time to 

build a new and decent society, a society where 

there is respect for one another and for human 

life,” Bishop Phillip said.

     He urged religious bodies to stand up and 

speak out against evil as failure to do so would 

dilute the national quest for peace, equality and 

justice. 

      “We as people of faith and as citizens of this 

country have a responsibility to name that 

which is wrong, to speak truth to power, to 

confront those in leadership and government 

who do not fulfil the mandate to serve, but have 

become a law unto themselves.

     “If we do not fulfil our responsibilities to act 

boldly and speak prophetically, then we are 

failing those who died and their death would 

have been in vain,” he said.

     Bishop Phillip warned religious bodies 

against withdrawing from national affairs as 

that creates a vacuum and a possible repeat of 

the Marikana tragedy.

     He said, “As tragic as the Marikana situation 

is, it is, I believe a wake-up call to religious 

bodies to stop retreating from engaging society 
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‘Marikana is a wake-up call to religious people'
                     - Bishop Phillip.

with truth, equality and justice. 

     “We should engage society in a new and 

fresh way. We must not slide into complacency 

which we have done thinking that everyone else 

is to blame for the ills of society.”

     Bishop Phillip decried the silence of the faith 

community describing it as handing over our 

voice to politicians. “We have made a terrible 

mistake of handing over to political leadership 

that which is rightfully ours. We need to reclaim 

it. We need to say we still have a stake in this 

country, we still have a role to play and we are 

still agents of change and transformation. We 

can no longer see religion as a private and 

internal thing,” he said.  

     Bishop Phillip lashed out at opportunists who 

are taking advantage of the tragedy to gain 

political mileage. “We should avoid turning this 

national tragedy into a political football in order 

to respect those who have lost their lives,” he 

said.
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   The potential impact of 
ecumenical relationships
and unity in the struggle 
for a just and free society 
is large and it rests on 
organisations such as
Diakonia Council of 
Churches to maintain the
impetus in this arena.
     In order to do this we 
require the support, 
moral and financial, of the 
members of our 
constituent churches and 
organisations. We 
encourage you to support
the work of this 
organisation and enable 
us to maintain the legacy
of Archbishop Denis Hurley
and his vision of an ecumenical agency leading the church in 
the attainment of a just and free society.
     This edition of Inselelo addresses the need for healing and 
hope in a variety of ways. As we go into the season of Advent 
and Christmas I wish to share with you verse 2 from Isaiah 
Chapter 9: “The people walking in darkness have seen a 
great light; on those living in the land of the shadow of death a 
light has dawned” and pray that this may be true for us in this 
land which has experienced darkness and the shadow of 
death. May the light of the Christ shine and bring with it hope 
and healing for this nation, and for the nations.

Ian Booth
Chairperson

 From Pg1     

     Welcoming the worshippers to the service, Diakonia 

Chairperson Revd Ian Booth said it was not time to apportion 

blame, but to gather in grief and find strength in our faith and 

to offer solidarity to those who mourn from both sides, 

involved in the sad and tragic incident. 

     He warned that this tragedy is just the tip of the iceberg. 

“Our fear is that this is just a symptom of a much deeper 

cause that touches the heart of the nation. There have been 

warnings that we are sitting on a powder keg that is about to 

blow and now we see the beginnings of it blowing. We urge 

all political parties - particularly the ANC as the biggest and 

most powerful at this time - and all citizens of this beloved 

country, to stop and reflect and draw a line beyond which we 

will not, and cannot go as a nation,” Revd Booth said.

     The service was attended by worshipers from the various 

faith traditions including Christianity, Islam, Hinduism, 

Buddhism and Judaism. Prayers for the dead were said by 

representatives of the various faiths in different languages. 

Forty-four candles representing the victims were lit at the 

beginning of the service.

I am grateful to Diakonia for the opportunity afforded me to 

be at the Marikana discussion and to have expressed 

solidarity with the Marikana community in their squalid 

conditions and exploitation under their task masters. Our 

solidarity is with the people and families that have endured 

unimaginable exploitation; absence of decent housing, 

sanitation and clean drinking water.  Amanda Adams

I would like to thank Diakonia on behalf of the Amaoti 

caregivers group that participated in the stress and trauma 

healing workshops (levels 1 and 2). The impact was very 

huge, not just for the participants, but for the community at 

large. The workshops provided the caregivers with 

important skills and tools to use in their work. We are very 

thankful and we hope that you will continue with your 

wonderful work.       Nonhle Cele (Amaoti support group)

Letters to the Editor

From the Chairperson
         hat a year this has been for our country! The  
         headlines have been dominated for much of the year  
    with personalities within the ANC who have been at 
loggerheads. We began the year with the disciplinary action 
relating to the “Inconvenient Youth”, Julius Malema, and his 
expulsion from the party (which has not removed him from 
the headlines). We have continued to read of the 
contestation for leadership of the ANC on the “Road to 
Mangaung”, which has pitted personalities against each 
other, even though we were told there was no campaign.
     The poor quality of leadership we have seen has opened 
the space for protests about service delivery and corruption, 
and has reopened wounds from the past. The subject of 
race, and the racial divide which has for so long defined us as 
a nation, has resurfaced with greater intensity, it seems. 
     And then the blackest moment for post-apartheid South 
Africa and the ANC – Marikana! We saw scenes of 
policemen shooting protesters, and were updated on the 
scorecard of casualties, and we mourned as a nation our 
loss of innocence as a young democracy, for we thought and 
hoped that scenes of this nature belonged to our past, and 
that we would never see them again. 
     The Marikana events are complex, with fault lying on both 
sides. But it is feared that Marikana may be a tipping point 
into the explosion of violence and anger that COSATU have 
been warning us about for so long. And the “Road to 
Mangaung” continues, with suggestions from many sides 
that the ANC monolith is on the brink of implosion because 
the tensions and differences within are just too deep for the 
party to survive intact.
     Alongside this, in almost a cameo role, is the unfortunate 
collapse of the South African Council of Churches (SACC), 
and the strong possibility, barring a miracle, of its demise. 
There are many reasons for this state of affairs and it would 
be unfair to prejudge the eventual outcome. 

W



        outh Africa urgently needs a national project of  

        healing. This is according to Fr Michael Lapsley  

       SSM, Director of the Institute for Healing of Memories.

     Fr Lapsley was launching his memoir Redeeming the Past: 

My journey from freedom fighter to healer, during the 

colloquium on South Africa's unfinished business, jointly 

hosted with the Institute for Healing of Memories and 

Enviroworld, on 11 September.

     “This year, there have been rapidly increasing signs that we 

remain a deeply traumatised nation. We urgently need to have 

a national conversation about our multiple woundedness. To 

do so, we need a new language - not of the head but of the 

heart. We need to find ways not of shouting at one another but 

of listening to one another's pain. 

     “We all know that our wounds as a people stretch back 

through the centuries and that as individuals and communities 

we have suffered intergenerational trauma. The wounds of the 

past continue to infect the present. And so the healing journey 

will continue to be one of our tasks and callings for generations 

to come. The question for all of us is have we begun the 

journey?” Fr Lapsley asked.

     Redeeming the Past, he said, is about hope. “In the book, 

you will hear a number of voices from across the world 

speaking of their pain and the journey they are travelling. In its 

modest way, may this book increase awareness and 

commitment to healing of memories everywhere in the world,” 

Fr Lapsley concluded.

    

   

                     

                In his keynote address, Bishop Rubin Phillip said 

he has always admired Fr Lapsley's courage, his passion 

for justice and the personal sacrifice he made in the quest 

for peace and justice in the country.

     He said South Africa is a nation in need of healing and that 

Redeeming the Past spreads the message of hope - that 

healing is possible, at a time when people feel so hopeless 

and even have a fatalistic approach to life.

    “The book does not simply say healing is needed, but that it 

is possible. Despite all the challenges, suffering, anger and 

disillusionment, the healing which our society so desperately 

needs is actually possible. Of course not everybody agrees 

with that, which is why we need to be shouting the slogan from 

the roof tops: 'Healing is possible'. As a society, if we do not 

begin to deal with some of the deep hurts, we will not move 

forward,” Bishop Phillip said.

     In the plenary session on South Africa's Unfinished 

Business that followed in which KZN Premier Dr Zweli Mkhize, 

KZN violence monitor Mary de Haas and co-author of the 

book Stephen Karakashian joined Fr Lapsley and Bishop 

Phillip on the panel, there was general concern that the church 

made a mistake of stepping aside after the demise of 

apartheid thinking that the struggle was over. Delegates also 

felt that partnerships between church and state should be 

encouraged,  but  the former should mainta in i ts 

independence.
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Needed: a national project of healing

   
         

Fr Lapsley calls for a national project of healing.

S

De Haas makes a contribution during the colloquium.



        he tragic incidents at the Lonmin Platinum Mine in         

        Marikana in August which left 44 people dead,            

        more than 70 injured and approximately 250 behind 

bars shook the nation to the core and shocked the world. 

How could such a massacre, reminiscent of apartheid era 

repression, happen nearly two decades into democracy?

     To answer this and many more questions and determine 

what we can learn from these events, Diakonia Council of 

Churches organised a briefing on 9 October. 

     In his presentation, Bench Marks Foundation lead 

researcher David van Wyk said what happened in Marikana 

could have happened and can still happen anywhere in the 

South African economy, adding that Marikana was not an event 

but a process.

        

 He said, “Marikana was a culmination of a series of 

protests that swept through the district, beginning with the 

unprotected industrial action at the Karee in May 2011, the 

community uprising of August of the same year, continuous 

community battles with mines such as Marikana, Ikemeleng, 

Ledig, Chaneng and the job protests by Nkaneng 

community’s unhappiness about the unemployment of locals 

by the mine.”

     Co-presenting with him, Chris Molebatsi a member of the 

community group that monitors the Corporate Social 

Investment of Lonmin Mine and the impact of mining 

activities on the community, blamed the socio-economic 

conditions of the country's mineworkers and mining 

communities for the tragedy. The Marikana massacre, he 

said, was a reminder of the abject poverty and inhumane 

living conditions faced by mining communities.
      He said, “There is massive youth unemployment in 
Marikana. The mine still relies on migrant labour. Most miners 
live in shacks which are like concentration camps. Because of 
overcrowding, sewer pipes are often blocked with raw sewage 
flowing freely on the streets. Because of such living conditions, 
there are high levels of illiteracy and social ills such as teenage 
pregnancies, HIV and AIDS and crime.” 

     Molebatsi also spoke about the abuse of women miners 

that is rampant at the mines. “Mining companies just want to 

meet their quota of the number of women miners but do not do 

anything about their safety. We always receive reports of 

women who are raped or sexually abused by their male 

counterparts,” he said. 

     Van Wyk noted that while mining remains the bedrock of 

South Africa's economy, there is a need for the industry to 

adhere to international standards by building long term 

relations with mining communities and contribute to 

meaningful material change in the lives of communities.

     He also expressed concern at the inequality between the 

miners' wages and the outrageous salaries and bonus of the 

mine management.

     “The 2011 wage gap between the CEO and the average 

worker in the industry was 390 to 1. The average worker had to 

work for 325 years to earn the value of the CEO's 2011 

remuneration,” van Wyk said.

Marikana: the lens to view the SA economy

Molebatsi says miners literally live in concentration camps.

T
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Van Wyk says Marikana was not an event but a process.



        sually when one asks caregivers how they are  

        feeling, they talk about their patients and their

    pain, instead of paying attention to their own 

suffering. What is important to them is saving other 

people's lives.

      In August, a group of Ithubalethu caregivers from 

KwaMashu took time off their usual work of caring for others, 

to take care of themselves. At the beginning of the 

workshop, one woman said she did not even know what 

stress is and yet she discovered later that she experiences it 

daily. Domestic violence, poverty, child abuse and death 

emerged as causes of that stress. 

     In small groups the caregivers discussed their 

understanding of stress and trauma as well as the difference 

between the two, using newspaper cuttings as their guide. 

They were able to identify their own experiences with 

pictures from newspaper cuttings. 

     They spent time sharing their stories which led them to 

better understand one another's experiences. Many 

remarked that it felt great to be listened to. 

     At the end of the workshop, participants felt healed and at 

ease that they were not alone in their situations. The 

project's coordinator, Zanele Mkhize said, “This workshop 

helped us to connect with each other and kept 

communication going as colleagues.”  

         Sobaba Rubin Phillip uMbhishobhi webandla 

          lamaSheshi eNatali ukhuthaze abezenkolo     

         ukuba babambe iqhaza ngethuba elivezwe 

inhlekelele emayini Lonmin Platinum, ekupholiseni 

amanxeba kwisizwe esilimele. Ubedlulisa umyalezo 

wokuthula nozwelo kulabo ababesenkonzweni yezinkolo 

ezahlukene ababehlanganele ukududuza abashonelwe. 

Lokhu kwenzeke e-Diakonia ngomhlaka 24 Agasti.

    “Sekusemahlombe abezenkolo nabantu bonke balelizwe 

ukubamba iqhaza lokwakha, ukupholisa, ukubuyisana 
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Healers get healing
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The healers discuss in groups while observing Thursdays in Black.

Sekuyisikhathi sokupholisa nokwakha

nokufundana kabusha. Ithuba lokwakha umphakathi 

omusha onesithunzi nenhlonipho nowazisanayo,” kusho 

uMbhishobhi.

     Uphinde wanxusa izinhlangano zabakholwayo ukuba 

zisukume ziziqhelelanise nezenzo zenkohlakalo. 

Ukungenzeki kwalokhu kuzoholela ekubhuntshiseni 

imizamo yokuthula, nasekuqedeni ukungalingani 

kwamazinga empilo nobulungiswa.

     “Thina bezenkolo nabantu balelizwe simelwe 

ukuphumela obala ngokungalungile okwenzekayo 

sibhekise ngqo kwiziphathimandla zezwe nohulumeni 

ongazifezi izidingo zabantu, kodwa ozenzela umathanda. 

Uma sedembesela ukukhuluma ngesibindi nokuxwayisa 

siyobesidicilela phansi iqhaza elabanjwa ngabafa, befela 

inkululeko yethu,” usho kanje eqhubeka.

     UMbhishobi Phillip unxuse izinhlangano zabakholwayo 

ukuba zizibandakanye ezindabeni zikazwelonke ukuvala 

isikhala sezwi labantu. Uthe lokhu kungase kudale 

ukuqubuka kwezehlo ezifuze inhlekelele yaseMarikana.

     Eqhubeka uthe, “Ibanga usizi indaba yaseMarikana. 

N g i k h o l w a  u k u t h i  i p h a p h a m i s a  a b a k h o l w a y o 

abasez inh langanwen i  ukuba  baz iqhe lenan i se 

nokukhuluma iqiniso, ukulinganiswa kwamazinga 

nobulungiswa. Simele sixhumane nomphakathi ngendlela 

entsha nevulelekile. Akumele sizithele ngabandayo 

njengokukhombana amaphutha abanye.”

     Enkulumweni yokwamukela amakholwa enkonzweni 

uSiHlalo woMkhandlu wamabandla i-Diakonia, uMfundisi 

Ian Booth,  uthe akusesona is ikhathi  sokwenza 

i n k o m b a n k o m b a n e  n g o k o n a k e l e  k o d w a 

ngesokuzimbandakanya nabasosizini, sihlumelelise 

ukholo, sibemunye nabalilayo.

     Uphinde waxwayisa ngokuthi lenhlekelele 

iseyisixwayiso, njengesihloko sethumba. Eseqedela 

inkulumo yakhe uthe, “Ingozi wukuthi isengaba luphawu 

lwesimo esingaba nomthelela omubi kakhulu. Kuke 

kwabakhona izexwayiso zokuthi kungase kuqhume gula 

linamasi. Manje sesibona ukuthi impela kungase 

kubekhona okunye okucathamayo,”  kuphetha uMfundisi 

Booth. 

 



          o survive in these uncertain times, Non-Profit   

          Organisations (NPOs) should establish    

         relationships with the business community. 

This is according to Andrew Layman, CEO of the 

Durban Chamber of Commerce and Industries. 

     Layman was delivering the annual Diakonia Lecture 

on 24 August.

     He said traditional foreign donors are withdrawing 

their aid to the country because they are under the 

illusion that there is now in place a government of and for 

the people, and so social organisations are no longer 

necessary. 

     Prior to 1994, Layman said, the South African Council 

of Churches (SACC) was one of the few civil society 

organisations in existence. But post 1994, numerous 

NPOs mushroomed, making the terrain very 

competitive. 

     Business people want to donate, he said, adding that 

they seek credible organisations, and not fly-by-night 

briefcase organisations that are meant to enrich the 

founders. The challenge then is for NPOs to align their 

activities in such a way as to be attractive to business 

funding.

     Layman encouraged NPOs to be creative in 

marketing themselves. “One of the ubiquitous problems 

of non-profits is that they do not know how to market 

themselves. A lot of effort needs to be put on marketing,” 

he said.  

    

     Layman also spoke out against the business community 

accusing it of being greedy. “The challenge of the business 

community is to 'ungreed' itself. The country has too many 

problems for anybody to be greedy,” he said. 

      The Lecture is an opportunity to listen to and learn from 

leaders from a variety of backgrounds, and the theme and 

speaker are mostly dictated by current circumstances.

New opportunities in uncertain times

T 

INSELELO                                      NOVEMBER 2012 - PG 6

 Layman urges NPOs to be creative in marketing themselves.
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        ife-affirming churches should be

         communities of care, according to Prof  

    Christina Landman, Research Director at the 

Research Institute for Theology and Religion at the 

University of South Africa (UNISA). 

     Prof Landman was facilitating the bi-annual 

Ecumenical Conference on 25 August.

     She chronicled communities of care in the biblical 

tradition, seeing Jesus' and his disciples as forming a 

community that cared for those who were on the margins 

of society, like widows, adding that Jesus' parables had a 

concern for the underprivileged. 

     “Jesus' parables related to common people, not to the 

rich and powerful. In his parables, even those without 

rights were included in the reign of God,” she said.

     Prof Landman said in the context of HIV and AIDS, 

poverty and abuse of women and children, churches 

should be life-affirming. Churches should, in this 

situation promote healing through preaching, liturgy and 

counselling. 

      In groups delegates discussed how the church could 

be more life-affirming. It emerged that churches should 

create more safe spaces for communities to share their 

challenges and explore means of solving them. It also 

emerged that life-affirming churches should have a 

strong prophetic voice and should recognise  that 

morality is not only personal, but also applies to public 

policy and decision making.

   

    

                    

                         

                            Prof Landman expresses a point.

     The Ecumenical Conference is held every other year and 

alternates with the Social Justice Season. It aims to promote 

fellowship, information sharing, motivation and inspiration to 

work for social justice within the Diakonia family.
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Churches as life affirming communities
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        uxiliary Bishop of the Catholic Archdiocese of   

        Durban, Barry Wood OMI challenged women to 

         stand up and unite to bring about social justice.

     Bishop Wood was delivering the homily in a service to 

celebrate Women's Day at Emmanuel Cathedral, attended 

by thousands of women from the various parishes of the 

Archdiocese, on 8 August. 

     He encouraged the women to emulate the courageous 

women who marched to the Union Buildings in 1956 to 

protest against the degrading pass laws. “Their courage, 

determination and bravery encouraged many to rise and 

protest against the injustice and oppression of the apartheid 

regime,” the Bishop said.

     Bishop Wood also gave biblical examples of courageous 

women. He said, “In the Gospel of Luke, Mary of Nazareth 

sings her song of joy and thanksgiving. In her song this 

young teenager sings these subversive words: 'God will 

bring down the mighty from their thrones and lift up the 

lowly. God will fill the hungry with good things and send the 

rich away empty'. These were dangerous and courageous 

words because the 'mighty' referred to the Roman Empire, 

Herod and the religious leaders of the time, who kept the 

people in subjection and oppression.

     In this song Mary hungers for the new justice on earth, 

one that reflects the justice of God.  She voices a radical 

protest against the mighty who always seem to prevail, 

against the rich who are well fed while the poor starve. God 

will dethrone the mighty and exalt the lowly.”

     With these two examples of courageous women - the 

women of 1956 and Mary - the Bishop encouraged the 

women to join hands and to work together to bring about 

economic justice and equality, and to eradicate poverty that 

the majority of South Africans experience.

     Speaking during the morning about the role women 

played during the struggle for the liberation of South Africa, 

Lydia Johnson said some of the women were highly 

educated and successful in life, yet they took a decision to 

join the struggle for the liberation of the country. 

     The march in 1956 is regarded as an important step in 

liberating South Africa, she said.

     Sipho Mnguni addressed the women on justice and 

peace issues and encouraged them to begin Justice and 

Peace groups in their parishes.

     The morning was a tribute to the women of the 

Archdiocese who are the 'power base' of the church.
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Bishop challenges women 

to stand up and demand justice
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Umbhishobhi uphonsa inselelo

kwabesifazane ukuba basukume

balwele ubulungiswa

       

        Mbhishobhi osizayo u-Barry Wood OMI,  

          webandla lamaKhatholika eThekwi uphonsa         

inselelo  kwabesifazane yokuba bahlangane    

balwele ubulungiswa emphakathini.

     Ethula intshumayelo emgubhweni wosuku 

lwabesifazane e-Emmauel Cathedral ngomhlaka 8 

Agasti, kubuthene izindimbane zabesifazane 

abebevela kumagatsha amaningi angaphansi 

kwesiFunda Bhishobhi esikhulu, ubakhuthaze kanje: 

uthe bafanele balandele isibonelo samakhosikazi 

ahlaba udwendwe elibhekise ePitoli ngo-1956 beveza 

ilaka nokuphathwa kwamapasi. “ Isibindi sabo 

nokuzimisela kwakhuthaza nabanye abaningi ukuba 

bazibandakanye nabo ekulweni nengcindezelo 

nokuhlukumezeka ngesikhathi sobandlululo” kusho 

uMbhishobhi.

     Uphinde wakhuthaza ngokuthi bafanele 

b a b a m b a n e  n g e z a n d l a  k u l o m s h i k a s h i k a 

wokuphumelel isa ubulungiswa kwezomnotho 

nokuqedwa kwamazinga angalingani, kuqedwe 

ububha obuhlasele leli lengabade.

     Sekuphawula uLydia Johnson, obengesinye 

sezikhulumi kulomcimbi, uthe likhulu kakhulu iqhaza 

elabanjwa abesifazane enkululekweni. Uqhube washo 

nokuthi abanye babo babesezingeni eliphakeme 

ngokwemfundo futhi bezimele kodwa bazibandakanya 

nokulwa ukuze likhululeke izwe. Leyomashi ka-1956 

yaba yingqophamlando ekukhululekeni kwezwe.

     U-Sipho Mnguni naye uqhubeke lapho ekhuluma 

ngokulethwa kobulungiswa nokuthula kanye 

nokusungulwa kwamaqembu azokhankasela lokhu 

emabandleni wonkana.

     Kubesekutuswa iqhaza elikhulu elibanjwe 

abesifazane besiFunda Bhishobhi esikhulu ngokuthi 

bangumgogodla webandla.



       
     Mayet was speaking at the World Food Day celebrations, 
under the theme 'Improving food security to end hunger' at  
Diakonia Centre, on 16 October.
     “The argument that 'GMOs will feed the world' is too 
simplistic and simply not true. It is too easy for government to 
rely on a 'techno-fix' and ignore the real political issues 
underlying food insecurity, such as land reform, service 
delivery, poverty, unemployment and a whole host of other 
issues,” Mayet said.
     The real solution to world hunger, she argued, needs 
political will, innovation and collaboration with farmers, 
adding that viable alternative systems, such as permaculture, 
already exist. 
     She dismissed many myths such as GMOs massively 
increase yield potential and that the GM technology boosts 
farmer income and profitability. Quite the contrary, she said, 
GM crops do not help small scale farmers because they are 
designed to be used in large-scale industrial farming 
systems. Even there, she said, they have not produced the 
required results.
     Mayet also raised health concerns associated with GMOs. 
“Tests done on animals (which are also true of humans) have 
shown worrying health impacts including: inflammations, 
ulcerations, excessive growth of stomach and gut lining, as 
well as disturbance of liver, pancreas and kidney function, 
among many others,” she said.

     Mayet strongly urged food manufacturing and processing 

companies to label GM foods arguing that it is consumers' 

right to know what is in their food so that they make informed 

choices about what they eat.

     “South Africans have been eating genetically modified 

food for more than a decade without their knowledge or 

consent. Meanwhile 

forty countries in the

 world label GM 

foods or have

 banned them

 altogether,” she said.

     Speaking at the 

same occasion, 

Lawrence 

Maduramuthu of the 

eThekwini 

Municipality's 

Agroecology

 programme, 

encouraged 

participants to 

form small farming groups to grow their own food and to 

generate income, saying that his programme will give them 

relevant assistance. 

  

          bout twenty five young people from across 

          denominations gathered at St Anne's Catholic   

          Church, Chesterville, for a workshop on Restoring    

 Humanity co-organised with the Institute for Healing of   

 Memories, on 22 September. 

     Conducted in an interactive way, the workshop had a 

specific focus on gender and race. In groups, the youth 

discussed the various types of intolerance that they experience 

or see on daily basis. Racism, sexism, classism, xenophobia 

and homophobia emerged as the major challenges to restoring 

humanity. 

     The next activity focused on gender stereotypes and biases. 

Divided in two groups according to gender, they listed their 

opinions and thoughts, both positive and negative, about the 

opposite sex. It was interesting to find out how each group 

perceived the opposite sex. 

     The young people also engaged in a discussion around 

racism. In particular they looked at how religion, education and 

the media can help to eliminate racism in our society.

     The parish priest of St Anne's, Fr Peter Sodje Cssp, shared a 

few words of advice with the youth. He urged the young people 

to learn from their elders who have experienced life and know 

the consequences of certain choices. He also advised them to 

give their lives to God and focus fully on their studies.

     At the end of the workshop, Lungelo Msimang, the Diakonia 

Youth Forum intern said he felt satisfied with the proceedings 

and learnings of the day.

     “The fact that the workshop was organised and facilitated by 

the youth themselves, is very pleasing. The Forum will continue 

to train and empower young people to take the lead in 'peer 

development'. We are planning to conduct such workshops in 

various communities in the city. This is the only way forward for 

the Forum,” he said.

Improving food security 
to end hunger

INSELELO                                       NOVEMBER 2012 PG 9

Restoring humanity

A

Mayet says GMOs cannot solve the food crisis.

One of the youth shares ideas on how to restore humanity.

G
     enetically Modified Organisms (GMOs) will 
     not solve the hunger crisis in Africa and the
     world. This is according to Mariam Mayet of 
     the African Centre for Biosafety.



     

     Also in attendance were new members who recently 

adopted the concept, as well as community members, church 

leaders and the local Chief Ngcobo's wife.

Inkosi Khumalo from KwaBhulushe at Amatata, sent a 

message of support affirming the SHGs for the good work they 

are doing in his area, and encouraging them to take the concept 

to other poor areas of the province. 

     Testimonies of how their lives have changed since they 

joined the groups were shared at the ceremony. The 

independent groups shared that they no longer depend on 

Diakonia for designing their projects, implementing them and 

looking for markets for their products.

     They informed the gathering that they are getting substantial 

orders for their products from different customers, and that they 

network with other people from other organisations. One of the 

groups shared that they opened a traditional outfit market at 

one of their member's house and that they no longer buy from 

the shops some items for household use, such as jam and floor 

polish, because they make the stuff themselves.

     Meanwhile, the SHG concept was introduced to Samungu, 

Molweni, Emaus, Nazareth and Klaarwater. All these are areas 

in the Methodist Clerpine Circuit. These groups are guided by 

the community facilitators who were trained by Diakonia.
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Advocacy groups share

            experiences

s
SHGs celebrate independence

  Delegates share ideas in groups.

.
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postage	(SA	only)

			Contact	Hester	Joseph:
+27	31	310	3521
+27	83	7994136

	

	

“Archbishop Hurley was one of our greatest South Africans.
This biography reveals what gave him that stature – his integrity, 
fearlessness, gentleness of spirit and his magnanimity. 
It is a must-read for all of us.” - Desmond Tutu

This	new,	abridged	
version	of	Guardian	of	
the	Light	tells	the	story	
of	how	Hurley	became	
the	youngest	Catholic	
bishop	in	the	world	at	31,
	his	fearless	criticism	of	
apartheid,	denouncing
	it	as	'blasphemy'	and
	'intrinsically	evil'	and	
being	regarded	as	one	
of	South	Africa's	'most	
wanted'	political	
opponents	and	how	he	
continued	to	work	as
	a	parish	priest	well	into	
his	eighties.

A
bout 200 members from the various Self Help   

Groups (SHGs) gathered at Umzinyathi to celebrate  

the independence of twenty two groups, 

 on 24 August. 

          eventy members of four advocacy groups from   

          Nsimbini, Luganda, Molweni and Clermont   

          gathered in Clermont for a joint advocacy meeting, 

on 29 August. 

     The purpose of the meeting was to share information and 

experiences on lobbying and advocacy for change, as well as 

active citizenry, with a view to deepen democracy in their 

communities. The meeting provided an opportunity for 

beneficiaries to share their experiences, and how bottlenecks 

in community development could be avoided. 

     In his keynote address, Sithembiso Madlala, an 

independent consultant, spoke about the concepts of lobbying 

and advocacy and then moved to the practical activities of both 

concepts.

     Also on the panel, was Bongi Sibiya from the Department of 

Social Development who provided information on how to apply 

and register for NPO status.  She gave delegates a perspective 

on social grants and how they could be assessed.

 

            

      “The meeting was a success because we were able to 

share our stories,” remarked Nosipho Mjoka from Nsimbini.    

     “We need more meetings like these for us to know what 

other advocacy groups are doing in their areas,” said Hlengiwe 

Makhathini from Clermont.

     The purpose of advocacy groups is to mobilise local 

churches and communities to advocate for better and effective 

service delivery.

          



       recent discussion on the impact of apartheid wars   

         on South Africans, held at Diakonia Centre, left            

       me asking why there is so much anger in our young 

people and why it is that they seem to be retaliating 

against the apartheid system more than our elders who 

actually experienced its horrors. Why is it that they are 

still angry about that horrible past eighteen years after 

the fall of apartheid?

     For many frustrated young South Africans to get by, 

violence is the solution. The infliction of pain onto others is 

the only way they can release the tension and frustration of 

unexpressed anger. Unfortunately, because of the 

hopeless situations they find themselves in, repressed by a 

system handed down to them, they turn onto each other in 

their bid to get ahead. The stigma of belonging to a black 

community keeps one paranoid, terrified of scrutiny or 

scorn. It is the fear of open abuse from one's neighbour - the 

township resident, full of venom due to his/her own 

inferiority complex. To me, it appears that the process of 

healing and reconciliation happened too quickly and our 

minds were not properly prepared for the new environment.

     The greedy quickly forgot what the struggle was all 

about as they scurried hastily to collect their millions, while 

the not-so-lucky were left behind to fight over the crumbs 

thrown at them. Their love for power and wealth has made 

them lose sight of that vision and instead, they fight to bring 

one another down.

     Then you ask yourself 'why are we still so angry'? Could 

it be the psychological and genetic inheritance that we 

adopted from our parents that we see the need to 

continually fight and take back forcefully what belongs to 

us? Is it because we have been repressed in backward 

thinking for so long that our minds have not gotten used to 

new ways of dealing with issues? 

     The residue of the apartheid era left visible divisions 

among races in South Africa. The resentment still lingers in 

the tissues of our being. It is all being sugar coated with 

pretence from both sides. There seems to be a culture of 

not trusting one another. It is as if we are just waiting for the 

dirt we have been sweeping under the carpet over the 

years to erupt in one go. 

   We are merely tolerating others because it is a 

requirement. However, it does not have to be that way.  If we 

could have a platform where things are not done forcefully, 

but by mutual agreement; not by entitlement but out of 

mutual respect for humanity, then we would be half way to 

resolving some of the issues faced by young people today.

     I commend the work done by groups and individual South 

Africans to facilitate the realisation of nonviolence in our 

country. It is such discussions that should have been 

happening since the emergence of a democratic South 

Africa. It is my view that issues need to be dealt with head on 

and resolved for us to be able to move forward. We cannot 

plaster pretty looking wall paper called freedom over a rough 

surface of discrimination and hurt and expect things to just 

fall into place on their own. It is about time we talk about 

these issues, heal our internal wounds and try to build a 

country that we can all be proud of, a country where our 

children can be self-realising. To some, this may sound too 

ambitious. But it is better to have tried than to have given into 

the notion that we always have to use violence to get what 

we want.
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Why are South African youth so angry?

By Lerato Ramoroka

A

We need your new 
contact details... 

As time goes by, we all change our addresses, phone 
numbers or emails. PLEASE keep us informed of your 

changes as we would like to keep you in the News! 

Contact us at (031) 310 3500 or 
Email: the.director@diakonia.org.za 

 Care to share? 

Inselelo is your magazine! 

We invite churches and individuals to share their 
stories and experiences wth us. For more details, 

please contact 
Kudzai Taruona at (031) 310 3551 or 

Email: kudzai.taruona@diakonia.org.za 

    

  Ramoroka shares her thoughts at a discussion on impact of

 apartheid wars.



        zehlakalo zosizi eMarikana ngo-Agasti zishiye kushone  
        abangu-44 zishaqise izwe lethu nomhlaba wonke.   
        Lokhu kufa kwabantu okufana nezehlakalo zezinsuku 
zobandlululo kwenzeke kwanjani emva kwamashumi amabili 
sesinentando yeningi?
     Ukuphendula lombuzo neminye eminingi nokufunda 
okuthile ngalesisihlakalo, uMkhandlu wamabandla i-Diakonia 
ube usuhlela ingxoxo emfishane ngomhlaka 9 Okthoba.
     Enkulumweni yakhe u-David van Wyk we- Bench Marks 
Foundation uthe okwenzeke eMarikana kusenokwenzeka 
nakwenye iziindawo ezweni ngokomnotho. Lesisehlakalo 
saseMarikana ngokwempela yisimo esiqhubekayo.
     U-van Wyk uthi i-Marikana wuvuthwandaba lwemibhikisho 
yokunganeliswa ebiyenziwa ezindaweni eziningana kuleli, 
kulandela isiteleka esasingekho emthethweni nokubhikisha 
kwemiphakathi ngo-2011.
     Uphinde wabalula ukungaphatheki kahle neze ngegebe 
elikhulu ngokungakholeki phakathi kwamaholo abasebenza 
emgodini nawabaphathi kanye namabhonasi ababazekayo.
     Ngo-2011 igebe phakathi kosezingeni eliphansi nomphathi 
osesiqongweni phecelezi lalingu 390:1 (cishe liphindleke 
amakhulu amane kokukodwa). Ukuze afinyelele lapho 
umsebenzi kungadingeka asebenze iminyaka engamakhulu 
amathathu namashumi amabili nanhlanu.” Kusho u-van Wyk.
     Obethula naye inkulumo, u-Chris Molebatsi, oyilungu 
lomphakathi eMarikana, yena ubeke kanje, “Imbangela 
yalesibhicongo yisimo sempilo esingagcul isi  neze 
abaphoqeleka ukuphila ngaphansi kwaso njengezisebenzi, 
nabahla l i  basez imayin i .  Uqhubeke wath i  lempi lo 
iyisikhumbuzo sobubha nempilo engamukelekile neze abantu 
abahlala ngaphansi kwayo beyizisebenzi zemayini. Uqhubeke 
wathi, “ Abaningi basemikhukhwini, baminyene. Amapayipi 
athutha indle ayavaleka, aqhume, indle ichithekele egcekeni. 
     Esephetha uthe, “Ngenxa yakho konke lokhu abangafundile 
baningi, isimo sezenhlalakahle asigculisi, okuholela 
emazingeni aphezulu okukhulelwa kwamantombazane 
asemancane, ukwanda kwesandulela ngculazi, yingculazi 
nobugebengu.”

                    

   

                       
     t was an emotional afternoon as victims of apartheid era   
       violence took a trip down memory lane and related how   
       they were affected by the horrors of the system.
     This happened during a conversation on the impact of 
apartheid wars on South Africa, co-organised with the 
International Centre of Nonviolence (ICON) and the Legacies 
of Apartheid Wars Project of Rhodes University, on 27 
October.
     Speaker after speaker described their experiences in 
graphic terms, with many sharing that the trauma is still vivid 
in their minds. They spoke about the arbitrary arrests, 
banishments, being hunted down by the security branch and 
traumatic treason trials. As a consequence of this, it emerged 
that there is real need for healing which should first take place 
if some social ills are to be effectively addressed. 
      Youthful delegates felt that the anger that they see in the 
country's young people has its roots in the apartheid 
violence, adding that for many frustrated young South 
Africans to get by, violence is the solution. “The infliction of 
pain onto others is the only way they can release the tension 
and frustration of unexpressed anger,” said Lerato 
Ramoroka, one of the young delegates.
     Others felt that this anger is being handed down from 
generation to generation. “Young people are simply 
downloading the software from their elders and that software 
is programmed and does not change,” said another delegate.
     “The anger of the youth is understandable. What can we 
expect from them when they cannot find a job, access 
education and when they live in dehumanising conditions?” 
another delegate asked. 
     Delegates also felt that a lot of work still needs to be done 
to heal the wounds of the past and civil society should be 
leading this initiative.

 

 Special thanks 
                 to

INSELELO                                    NOVEMBER 2012 - PG 12

Marikana: iso lokubuka 
ezomnotho e-South Africa

I

I

Apartheid era violence
 still haunts victims

                           Omunye wezethameli ubeka umbono.

Delegates share memories in groups.


	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12

